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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back for another exciting minor hockey season.

Once the B.C. Day long weekend is behind us, it seems like it is time to start focussing on the hockey season with
hockey camps in full swing. Don’t forget the Vancouver Thunderbird MHA also offers summer hockey camps
starting August 23 to September 2. Many of the camps have sold out or are very near to selling out, so please take a
look at the website and register as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

It is exciting to be able to finally have a season where we do not have an Olympic Ice shortage or civic strike. We
have managed to increase our hours of ice and hopefully will be able to reduce the waiting list and have more
children able to play this great game.

I would ask you that you get involved with the Vancouver Thunderbird MHA and volunteer at the team level as
well as with the fundraisers (such as Thunderball, Meat/Pie orders and Giants nights) that we put on throughout the
year. If you would like to volunteer, please contact any of the board members.

If you have any concerns or suggestions, please let the executive know as we are always striving to improve this
association and make sure that every child enjoys playing this great game of ours.

See you at the rink,

George Georgeopoulos



2010/2011 Vancouver Thunderbirds MHA Rep Tryout Schedule

This schedule is for the first round of rep tryouts and is subject to change. Players will be assigned to attend only
one of the scheduled sessions per day — you should receive an email prior to the first session with details.
Please check the website for schedule updates (www.vancouvertbirds.ca under “Divisions” and “Rep”).

There will be one parents’ meeting for all divisions to discuss the rep hockey program and the rep tryout
process. Location and date is TBA.

Player groupings will be assigned and distributed prior to the first session. Player groupings will be created
alphabetically but will also make sure that each grouping has a relatively even distribution of players from last
season’s Al, A2, etc, teams. Players MUST attend all rep tryout sessions to which they are assigned. Any player
who misses a scheduled tryout session without advance permission will be assigned to the House program. For
more information see the Rep Player Selection Policy (P9).

*Denotes times adjust August 26, 2010

Atom Tryouts

Wednesday, Sept 8th *4:30 — 5:45pm Riley Park TBA
*6:00 — 7:15pm Riley Park TBA
7:30 — 8:45pm Riley Park TBA
Friday, Sept 10" 4:30 — 5:30pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
5:45 — 6:45pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
7:00 — 8:00pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
Saturday, Sept 11" 2:30 — 3:45pm Sunset Arena TBA
4:45 — 6:00pm Riley Park TBA
6:15 — 7:30pm Riley Park TBA

Atom Goalie Evaluations: Saturday, Sept 11", 7:30 — 8:45AM Riley Park Arena (with Pee Wee
goalies sharing ice)

Pee Wee Tryouts

Thursday, Sept 9" *4:30 — 5:45pm Sunset Arena TBA
*6:00 — 7:15pm Sunset Arena TBA
Saturday, Sept 11" 11:30 — 12:45pm Sunset Arena TBA
1:00 — 2:15pm Sunset Arena TBA
Sunday, Sept 12" 9:30 — 10:45am Kitsilano Arena TBA
11:00 — 12:15pm Kitsilano Arena TBA

Players who have not previously played body checking for VTMHA must at the first tryout provide
an official letter showing they have attended a Body Checking clinic or must attend both of the
following Body Checking Clinic sessions:

August 30 and September 1 - 6:15 -7:15 pm Kits Arena

Pee Wee Goalie Evaluations: Saturday, Sept 11", 7:30 — 8:45AM Riley Park Arena (with Atom
goalies sharing ice)


http://www.vancouvertbirds.ca/

Bantam Tryouts

Thursday, Sept 9" *7:30 — 8:45pm Sunset Arena TBA
9:00 — 10:15pm Sunset Arena TBA
Saturday, Sept 11" 8:15 —9:30pm Sunset Arena TBA
9:45 —11:00pm Sunset Arena TBA
Sunday, Sept 12" 12:30 — 1:45pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
2:00 — 3:15pm Kitsilano Arena TBA

Players who have not previously played body checking for VTMHA must at the first tryout provide
an official letter showing they have attended a Body Checking clinic or must attend both of the
following Body Checking Clinic sessions:

August 31 and September 2 - 6:15 -7:15 pm Kits Arena

Bantam Goalie Evaluations: Wednesday, Sept 8", 930-1045 pm Sunset Arena (with Midget
goalies sharing ice)

Midget Tryouts

Tuesday, Sept 7" 8:30 — 9:45pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
10:00 - 11:15pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
Friday, Sept 10" 8:15 — 9:30pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
9:45 — 11:00pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
Sunday, Sept 12" 6:00 — 7:15pm Kitsilano Arena TBA
7:30 — 8:45pm Kitsilano Arena TBA

Players who have not previously played body checking for VTMHA must at the first tryout provide
an official letter showing they have attended a Body Checking clinic or must attend both of the
following Body Checking Clinic sessions:

August 31 and September 2 - 6:15 -7:15 pm Kits Arena

Midget Goalie Evaluations: Wednesday, Sept 8", 930-1045 pm Sunset Arena (with Bantam goalies
sharing ice)

Juvenile Tryouts
Two sessions currently planned — all players to attend each session:

Thursday, Sept 9" 9:45 — 11:00pm Kitsilano Arena
Sunday, Sept 12" 9:00 — 10:15pm Kitsilano Arena



VP — REP MESSAGE

Plans are well under way for the upcoming rep hockey season. With the Olympics behind us, we look
forward to returning to a more normal schedule for the rep hockey program. Tryouts will start
immediately following Labour Day, with tiering play beginning after Thanksgiving, league play beginning
after Remembrance Day, and playoffs commencing in mid-February.

We have appointed several rep coaches to date, including:

Midget A1 Mike Todd
Midget A2  Tim Roux
Bantam A1 Adam Hayduk
Bantam A2 Martin Salter
Peewee A1 Jim Strang
Peewee A2 Andrew Hogan
Peewee A3 Harrison Brown
Atom Bill Juhasz *
Jimmy Ghuman

* Bill Juhasz has been appointed as an Atom rep coach, but the team he will coach will depend on where
his child is placed. Mr. Juhasz will not be involved in selecting the teams, but rather has agreed to coach
a team selected by our Director of Hockey Operations and the independent evaluators.

There continues to be exceptional interest in the rep hockey program at the Atom level. Based on that
level of interest, as well as the strong play of last year’s H4 and first year Atom players, we have made
provision in our season planning for a fourth Atom rep team. While a final decision will not be made until
the tryouts have commenced, we recognize the interest and commitment of the over 90 families who
have signed up to try out at the Atom level. Based on registration levels to date, we anticipate having
the following numbers of rep teams (subject to final decisions as tryouts begin):

Atom - 4

Peewee — 3

Bantam — 2

Midget — 3

Juvenile - 1

Thank you to the over 100 families who participated in our rep program survey last spring. A summary
of the survey results has now been posted on the VTMHA website: (2010 REP PROGRAM SURVEY
RESULTS). I will be sharing the results of the "Rep Experience” portion of the survey with the coming
year’s rep coaches so that they can incorporate that information into the season planning, and hope to
work with them to develop a common approach to player commitment issues. With respect to the tryout
process, while much of the process will remain the same (for more information on the process, see Policy
P9 on our website), there will be some changes:

- we will ask each player to submit a completed form at the start of tryouts setting out what other
activities the player anticipates participating in during the year;

- the tryout groups for the first three sessions, which in the past were determined strictly by
alphabet, will also be based this year on the player’s previous team, with the idea that players
who played at each level will be spread out among the different teams, leading to more balanced
tryout groups;

- we will put evaluators behind the bench during scrimmages to ensure that lines are rolled
appropriately;


http://vancouvertbirds.ca/Text/1132185020390-8951/1130959456546-1442/uploadedFiles/1281896561595-8194.pdf
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- in order to keep the tryout groups to more reasonable sizes, we will add an extra ice time for
each Atom tryout session.

Another change for this year is that, rather than brief parent meetings for each division outside a rink
during the tryout sessions, we will be having one rep parent meeting for all divisions at the start of
tryouts, which should give a less rushed opportunity to communicate important information to all parents.
A date and location has not yet been confirmed, but we hope to hold the meeting on Tuesday,
September 7.

Once again we will also be using the TBirds website to communicate the initial round of player
placements, while providing an opportunity for those players wishing to discuss their placement with the
Director of Hockey Operations in person. Subsequent releases will be communicated in person. This
procedure was tried for the first time last year and the feedback was generally positive.

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the rep player selection process or about
the rep program generally. You will also find the answers to many of your questions in our Rep Player
Selection Policy (P9), which is posted at P-9 Rep Player Selection. Please note in particular the rules
requiring attendance at ALL rep tryout sessions to which a player is assigned, unless you have obtained
permission from me to miss a session.

I look forward to seeing many of you shortly after Labour Day!

Bill Veenstra
vprep@vancouvertbirds.ca

SUMMARY OF REGISTRATION FEES

DIVISION Actual # teams Estimated# Teams
07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 09/10 10/11
HOCKEY 1 425* 525* 525* 550* 4 4
HOCKEY 2 425* 525* 525* 550* 4 4
HOCKEY 3 550* 700* 700* 700* 4 4
HOCKEY 4 550* 700* 700* 700* 5 6
H3/H4 INTRO 550* 700* 700* 700* 2+2 2
ATOM 600* 750* 700 700 11 12
PEEWEE 675* 775* 725 725 9 10
BANTAM 650 775 775 725 8
MIDGET 650 800 800 750 9 9
JUVENILE 675** 800 800 750* 2
Rep Fees $325 $400 $400 $400 58+2 61

* Includes VTMHA Tournament fee **Juvenile includes rep fees
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VP — ADMINISTRATION MESSAGE

First and foremost, | like to take this opportunity to thank James Joyce for his years of service in the role
of Vice-President of Administration. His tireless work in the area of registration, fundraising, sponsorship
and everything under the sun has been the engine behind the scene. Given the efforts and work that James
has done, the transition has been very seamless and the success in the area of fundraising with events like
the Thunderball, meat drive and Giants night will continue as they have proven to be well received and
supported.

From a going forward perspective, one major project we are embarking on is the re-tooling of the
Thunderbird website. As this is the main vehicle of communication for the Association, it is time to invest
both time, energy and resources to update and modernize this tool so that we have a more dynamic
website that will better serve the players and members.

Lastly, working with our Coach Co-coordinator Jamie Letwin we are working on developing a more
robust sponsorship program that will integrate with respective divisions and teams with organizations
who want to sponsor at a specific level. Please reach out to your business partners and network as Jamie
and I would welcome any dialogue with potential sponsorship candidates.

Best Regards,

Dan Tung

VP-HOUSE MESSAGE

I hope everyone has enjoyed their summer and that you are looking forward to heading back into the rink
in September. | am very excited for the upcoming season but | know I have some big shoes to fill as
Debbie Campbell has done a superb job with the House program over the years.

With the Olympics behind us | am sure that this year will run much smoother with less interruptions with
ice scheduling and game times. A huge thank you to all of you who were so patient with Adam and
Tasha during the season as they worked tirelessly at making sure the kids could pay hockey.

Assessments will be starting around mid September and we will notify you of dates and time in due
course. We have had many requests for friends to be put on the same teams but this is a very difficult
task to work through with over 400 kids from Atom to Midget. We are required to balance our teams to
ensure that the teams in each division are of equal strength and fair, so all | can say as that myself and the
various Division Managers will try our best. | encourage parents to contact me if you have guestions
about our assessment and placement process as our primary concern is to ensure that the kids have an
enjoyable season.

Enjoy the remaining weeks of summer and | will see you all at the rink before you know it!!

Judith Bird — VP House

House Assessments - House Assessments may start as soon as Monday, September 13th. Please
check back to the website for your respective times under the division tabs. Please note that each
player should attend at least one assessement ice time.


http://vancouvertbirds.ca/divisions

VP-HOCKEY 1-4 MESSAGE

Welcome back to all our returning families, and a warm welcome to all our new families. This is my first
year on the VTMHA Board as VP of Hockey 1 to Hockey 4, formerly known as VP of Initiation Hockey.
I have to begin by thanking Bill Juhasz who served in this position for the last four years. Through his
leadership, the dedication of our Division Managers, and commitment of our team officials we have an
exceptional Initiation Program. The Initiation Program was developed by Hockey Canada and is
implemented by Minor Hockey Associations across the country. | attended a seminar on the Initiation
Program at the BC Hockey AGM in June. It was informative but | was struck by the fact that not only are
we delivering the core Hockey Canada Initiation Program but we have improved it. Our players have
access to additional developmental opportunities such as our extra skills sessions and goalie training for
our H3 and H4 goalie prospects. Our Intro to Hockey program for players new to H3 and H4 is unique
and highly successful and we offer in-house training for our coaches.

Our division managers have been hard at work getting organized for the up coming season. Head coaches
are in place, e-mail lists are being generated and we are ready for those first ice sessions. To help you get
ready for the season:

1) New Parents’ Night — Sunday, September 19" at Kitsilano community center in Snowy’s lounge from
6:30pm to 8pm. This evening is geared to “new parents” to hockey to provide information about the
VTMHA and the Initiation Program (Hockey 1 to Hockey 4 and the Introduction to Hockey Program).
We will also provide an opportunity for to break into our various divisions, and host a question and
answer session. Returning families are also welcome to attend.

2) Gear check — In the next few weeks please take time to check you player’s gear to ensure that it fits and
is in good condition. Please check that their helmet has not expired. There is a sticker. If you can’t read
it, it is likely expired. At this age, but really at any age, put the money into the helmet and not the stick.
Top end helmets are very adjustable and unless damaged they last several seasons.

3) Preseason ice - if gear is looking good you are ready for the pre-season ice. This is scheduled from
Monday August 30" to Thursday September 2™ at Kits ice rink as follows:

Hockey 1 — Monday either 1:15pm to 2:15pm OR 2:30pm to 3:30pm
Wednesday either 3:45 to 4:45 OR 5:00pm to 6:00pm

Hockey 2 — Monday either 3:45pm to 4:45pm OR 5:00pm to 6:00pm
Wednesday either 1:15pm to 2:15pm OR 2:30pm to 3:30pm

Hockey 3 — Tuesday either 3:45pm to 4:45pm OR 5:00pm to 6:00pm
Thursday either 1:15pm to 2:15pm OR 2:30pm to 3:30pm

Hockey 4 — Tuesday either 1:15pm to 2:15pm OR 2:30pm to 3:30pm
Thursday either 3:45pm to 4:45pm OR 5:00pm to 6:00pm

Your Division Managers will let you know which of the two sessions your player is to attend. These
session will be lead by coaches from the respective divisions.

4) Division Managers - We have a wonderful group of Divisional Managers who will keep us all
organized and informed. Their contact information can be found on the website and their names will be
familiar to returning families. Nicole Novak will oversee Hockey 4; Tracy Rogers for Hockey 3; Kathy
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Butler and Vicky Harris for Hockey 2; and Nicole Shapray for Hockey 1. James Fairweather, who is a
new family to the association will be the Division Manager for Introduction to Hockey. You should have
received a welcome e-mail from your Division Manager. If you have not please contact them following
the information on our website.

5) Coaches — At press time we have 18 initiation teams and one skating group for intro Program. This
number may increase as the ice times get scheduled. All teams will be lead by coaches who have been
head or assistant coaches before. Our Hockey 1 coaches this year are among the most experienced
coaches in the Initiation Program. We look forward to welcoming new assistant coaches into the stream.
Consider this your invitation on to the ice for the preseason sessions. You will need skates, helmet, stick,
a sense of humor and patience. Once the season gets underway Initiation coaches will again be invited to
participate in Coaching Clinics lead by Jim Strang, our Director of Hockey Operations.

We have a lot of interest in assistant coaching and many head coaches choose to utilize everyone
interested. This does mean that assistant coaches (and their families) will be asked to help out in other
volunteer capacities.

6) Introduction to Hockey Program - Our Intro program is now entering its fifth season. This program is
geared towards Hockey 3 and 4 aged players who have not yet played the sport in an organized league.
The objective of the program is to use the highest level, paid expert hockey instructors to guide these
youngsters through quick development of their basic hockey skills, while having fun and boosting their
confidence. This program is designed to be a one-year focus on skating and hockey skills enabling the
player a jump-start into full league play in his/her second year. Jim Strang, our Director of Hockey
Operations will be in charge of overseeing this program for the Thunderbirds.

7) Assessments, Teams and Balancing — Balancing is the concept that teams within a division from the
same association are equal in strength. It is important for a number of reasons. Firstly, it results in a more
positive experience for all of our players. Even though score is not kept until Hockey 4 players know
when their team is being outplayed. Being on a team that loses every game can be quite demoralizing for
children and accordingly, we do try and avoid it if at all possible. The best way to safeguard against such
a development is to ensure that there are an equal number of players from each skill level on each team.

Secondly, balancing is required. We are part of the Pacific Coast Amateur Hockey Association,
specifically the President’s League. The President’s League mandates that we balance all of our teams
such that they will be more or less competitive with each other. The President’s League takes this
requirement very seriously and will suspend teams in an association if they are not balanced and fail to
take steps to achieve balanced teams. Yes, this has happened but not to our Association.

We achieve balancing by having an assessment process in Hockey 2 to 4. In Intro and Hockey 1 coaches
are likely to balance the skating groups to keep scrimmages and other games even.

Our assessment process has two parts. First, the head coaches assess individual skills. Once individual
assessments are done, the Division Managers then take that information and create “skating groups”. The
second part is a series of the scrimmages among the skating groups. These scrimmages are assessed by
the head coaches and further balancing is done (if necessary) by the Division Manager. The end result is
that teams are created. While we try to avoid it there are occasionally situations where player movement
is required after teams have been formed. We try to identify these situations as early as possible in the
season.

Please be aware that the assessment sessions are likely slower paced, with more players standing around
than is ideal. This is because we have a number of coaches in the stands assessing the players. We need
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to be able to observe each player performing basic hockey skills. Having a player do tight turns around
cones can be monotonous but it is perhaps the most visible way for our coaches to make the observations
that they need to determine player skill level.

Division Managers do not take parental requests for certain players to play with their friends or to
accommodate for piano lessons etc.. The balancing must come first. We do however, consider restrictions
that some players may have to play hockey at certain times based on religious reasons. If your child is
unable to play hockey at certain times due to religious reasons, please inform your Division Manager
"before™ the assessment process begins (stating when they cannot play) to ensure that your request can be
accommodated. There are no guarantees that requests can be granted if notification is given after the
teams are already formed.

The message to the players should be that the assessment sessions are not a formal evaluation of the
player, but rather an opportunity to watch the players to help us create fair teams. There is no reason to
put any pressure on the kids. We would far rather have them playing at their natural level than playing
under any pressure. Consider these sessions as a chance for them to reconnect with friends, meet new
players and get to know all of the coaches in their division.

8) VTMHA Hockey 1 to 4 Spring Tournament 2011 — We have requested ice to hold this
tournament/jamboree from March 18" to 20™ 2011. Your child’s team will be automatically registered as
part of their registration for VTMHA. Hockey 1 and the Intro to Hockey Program also participate. All
teams will be required to contribute one tournament volunteer for the organizing committee. This does
lead me to the fact that we do not have a tournament chair or co-chairs to oversee this committee. Our
previous co-chairs, Joanne Hunter and Danielle Michael did a great job but both of their players are
moving out of the initiation ranks and they are wondering when their names will be removed from the
website as contacts. If you have good organizational skills, and an ability to delegate please consider
stepping forward. Your committee will be waiting. There is also a lot of support from Adam Hayduk,
our Executive Director with obtaining and scheduling ice, and keeping the planning on track. | am happy
to field any questions about this role.

Please feel free to contact the Division Managers, or myself with any questions that you might have
throughout the year. | believe we have a great Initiation Program but there is always room for
improvement.

And finally a big thanks to Sandra, Adam and Jim for all their hard working in getting ready for the
season and our Division Managers who have been thinking and planning hockey since June.

I look forward to seeing you at the rink.

Stephanie Kieffer

VP Hockey 1 to 4.
vpinitiation@vancouvertbirds.ca
604 221-2720
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DIRECTOR OF HOCKEY OPERATIONS MESSAGE

Happy summer everyone! | have been busy, along with the rep coach hiring committee; Adam Hayduk
(Executive Director), Bill Veenstra (VP Rep), George Georgeopoulos (president) and Jamie Letwin
(Coach Coordinator) recruiting and interviewing prospective rep coaches. | want to thank these
gentlemen for their time and energy and especially their commitment to finding the best possible line-up
of qualified, and talented coaches. We have many of our coaches in place and are excited about the
quality of people involved.

I have also been preparing for and staffing the Thunderbird Summer Hockey Schools. Thanks to Sandra
Mills (Registrar) and Adam Hayduk for their devotion to providing the best preseason experience for our
T’bird players. After last season’s schools, Adam prepared a survey and Sandra compiled the results.
Together, we noted the positives and the areas where we could improve the product. This year there is
more choice than ever before. We have added specialty schools for forwards and defensemen and we
have added sessions for players looking to be in peak form for the rep tryouts. As well, we have extended
the day school and evening school to five days. There are still a few spots available in some of the
schools so if your child wants to prepare for rep tryouts or just wants to have some fun check with Sandra
for availability.

This season the rep tryouts will follow the streamlined process which we utilized so successfully the last
two years. We will have our rosters named sooner and the C teams will be able to commence their
balancing games with the full compliment of players earlier than in past seasons. Thank you to Debbie
Campbell (VP House) for her time and effort to see that the C divisions ran smoothly. Our House
division is among the most successful and respected in the biz. Our new VP House, Judith Bird has a
tough act to follow but I am more than confident that she will do a stellar job.

This season, | will again provide skills development for C teams and Initiation hockey. As well, I will
again operate our very successful “Intro to Hockey” program for new to hockey players in the H3/H4
division. | hope that we will continue to have our popular weekly coach sessions! Thank you to Bill
Juhasz (former VP Initiation) for his devotion and leadership to our players and coaches at the youngest
levels. Bill has helped foster an environment where excellence is encouraged, character is expected, and
fun is demanded! Stephanie Kieffer has stepped into the position vacated by Bill and | am so pleased that
such a caring, competent and hardworking person has been appointed to this demanding and important
role

A big thank you to all of the time and energy given by all of the Board Members, Division Managers,
coaches, parents, and numerous volunteers who help to make the Thunderbird Association a positive, fun
and rewarding experience for our players.

As always, | welcome all questions and suggestions. See you at the rink!
Jim Strang

director@vancouvertbirds.ca
604.218.9590
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MESSAGE

It’s a pleasure to be returning for my fourth year as the Vancouver Thunderbirds’ Executive Director. Now that
the Olympics are behind us, we can look forward to an increase in the amount of ice that is made available to
us by the City of Vancouver. The schedule for the 2010/11 season is currently being created. We look forward
to be able to provide skills clinics and programs for many divisions that will be available for the entire season.

In a few months we will be communicating our future ice needs and registration projections to the Vancouver
Parks Board. This will help educate the Parks Board of our rapidly growing registration numbers and our
current waiting list so that it can adequately plan for appropriate access to ice in the coming years. The
Vancouver Thunderbirds MHA is the largest single user of ice in the City of Vancouver.

The annual Vancouver Thunderbirds Summer Hockey School is set to kick off in a few shorts weeks. We have
in excess of 300+ registrations this season with some room still available. We added new sessions this year
based on feedback that has been shared with us. The new position-specific clinics and “Rep Prep” clinics have
been received very well. I look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s hockey school.

Last season, | joined the Atom A2 team half way through the season as an assistant coach to help support the
head coach who wasn’t able to find a committed assistant. This season, the board has asked me to coach again.
I’m excited to be named the Head Coach of the Bantam A1l team for the 2010/11 season. | have assembled a
great team of coaches to assist me, all of which have won championships at the junior and college levels. With
rep tryouts starting on September 7™, the season is fast approaching and I can’t wait to get on the ice.

As always, the door (phone and email) is always open should anyone have any comments or suggestions.
Please don’t hesitate to call me at 604-839-6731 or by email at execdirector@vancouvertbirds.ca.

Adam Hayduk
Executive Director

MEETINGS

H1-H4 NEW PARENTS, Come out to our VTMHA New Parents Night— open to parents of children new to
Hockey 1-4. To be held at Snowy’s Lounge — Kits Community Centre— September 19 starting at 6:30 p.m.

COACHES, stay informed! Come out to our VTMHA Coaches Meeting — open to all Head and Assistant coaches
(House & Rep) Meet Jim Strang, our new Director of Hockey Operations, the VP’s and Division Managers to plan
for the upcoming assessments and keep up to date on PCAHA Policies and Procedures.

DATE & LOCATION TBA

MANAGERS: Brush up on Rules and regulations as well as procedures which must be followed for PCAHA. The
division managers and our Referee-in-Chief, Jachbo Hill, are expected to be in attendance.

DATE & LOCATION TBA

Watch our website Team Officials page for meeting dates and locations to come:
www.vancouvertbirds.ca/Text/1132171272062-0330/Team-Officials
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The PCAHA requres volunteer league managers. League Managers are the people responsible,
under the direction of the Managing Directors, for day-to-day operation of the PCAHA’s minor hockey leagues (in
which Vancouver Thunderbirds teams participate). Their duties are as follows:

1) Act as a communications and resource person for the Coaches and Managers of the teams in their league.

2) Maintain league standings and team and individual penalty records (verifying data entered by team managers
through Teamlink).

3) Issue exhibition game numbers and tournament permission numbers.

4) Supervise playoffs.

5) Report to the Managing Director on all matters of concern.

In general, this position requires people skills, responsibility, and attention to detail. An extensive background in
hockey organization is not a prerequisite and suitable training will be provided. Some computer skills are required as
most record-keeping is done using the PCAHA’s on-line game data management system, Teamlink.

If you are interested in volunteering for such a position, please contact Adam Hayduk at
execdirector@vancouvertbirds.ca.

CONGRATULATIONS

Many VTMHA players were busy over the summer participating in BC High Performance and international
programs. Taylor Foote and Philip Xinos were both invited to the U16 BC Cup, which is part of the BC High
Performance program, in April. Taylor Foote was subsequently invited to the U16 Provincial Camp in July, AND
IS ONE OF 33 BC PLAYERS SHORT-LISTED FOR POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION ON THE U16 TEAM BC
AT THE 2011 CANADA WINTER GAMES. As well, both Julian Davis and Bryce Eviston were both invited to
the U17 BC Cup at the end of April. Allan Cukier, who has dual Mexican/Canadian citizenship, played for the
Mexican national U18 team in March at the IIHF U18 division 11l championships in Monterrey, Mexico. And Yan
and Artsiom Kalashnikov were both invited to try out for the Belarus U18 team for the U18 World Championships
in April - Yan was listed on a preliminary team list but did not play in the tournament. Congratulations to all of
these players.

2009-2010 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS Congratulations!
VTMHA “Dale Cheney Memorial Scholarships” ($500)
Michael Gee, Harris Green, Kevin Isherwood and Fraser Titley
PCAHA Scholarship Award:
Harris Green — Vancouver Thunderbird MHA

DALE CHENEY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: VTMHA set up this scholarship
fund in the memory of Dale Cheney, a long time coach and Board member of our association. Each year
the association awards up to four $500 scholarships to qualified graduating players based upon above
average scholastic ability and their leadership, sportsmanship and character during their hockey career
with VTMHA. Tax deductible donations can be made at any time to this fund simply by mailing your
cheque to our association mailbox. Box #170, 4438 W. 10" Ave., Vancouver, V6R 4R8.

BRAD ADDISON COACH OF THE YEAR AWARD: Established a few years ago to
commerate the memory of Brad Addision, the Coach of the Year Award is awarded to a Hockey 1, 2,3 or
4 coach who best exemplifies the qualities that made Brad a great coach — teaching the skills of the game,
love of hockey, patience with the players and FUN. The winner for the 2009-2010 season was Gary
Hunter head coach of a Hockey 4 team.



mailto:execdirector@vancouvertbirds.ca

15

WILLIAM STAIGER VOLUNTEER PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD: Established
last season in memory of William Staiger a dedicated VTMHA Alumni who returned to help coach other
VTMHA players. The award was shared last season by Patrick Cassidy, Assistant Coaches for Peewee
A2.

DON CURRIE _AWARD:_ In honour of Don Currie who continues to dedicate so much time and
energy to Minor Sports and has done for so many years. It is awarded to a long-standing volunteer coach
in the Vancouver Thunderbird organization. This year’s recipient was Claude Pierce, coach of a Midget
“C” team.

CLINICS/COURSES

Once again, BC Hockey will be using the new online registration system for their clinics this season. Team
Officials who are currently registered in Hockey Canada's database (that means anybody who has been a
team official in the past) will require their Hockey Canada ID in order to register. This system will be
keeping track of your qualifications and therefore it is important to register for clinics using your Hockey
Canada ID so the credits will be applied to your file. Returning Team Officials who cannot locate their
Hockey Canada ID can obtain it from VTMHA. Please contact the office: tbirdhockey@vancouvertbirds.ca

Please email our Coach Coordinator if you have any questions about the courses you might need to be a
part of our great organization. Jamie Letwin - coachcoordinator@vancouvertbirds.ca

For further information about Team Officials (Qualifications and Clinics) see our website Team Officials
page.

Watch our Team Officials Page for dates for local clinics on at:
http://www.vancouvertbirds.ca/Text/1132171272062-0330/Team-Officials or email Jamie Letwin our
Coach Coordinator at coachcoordinator@vancouvertbirds.ca for further information.

For qualifications required for Team Official Positions, please see our website Team Officials
Qualifications Page: http://vancouvertbirds.ca/SurveyForm/1218258271314-6097/1132171272062-0330/

Click on the following link to register for an upcoming clinicc BC HOCKEY ONLINE CLINIC
REGISTRATION

TEAM OFFICIAL CLINICS: All Team Officials must be duly certified by December 1 of
the current season.

COACH CLINICS: Hybrid Coaching Course (H1-H4, House and Atom Rep) - The dates are not firm
yet. Details will be on the website soon.

Dev 1 (Peewee-Juvenile rep) - Again the dates are not firm but for those coaches looking to take this
course keep an eye on our website.

(VTMHA will reimburse you the cost of the clinic with receipt once your workbook is complete and your
qualification appears on the Hockey Canada website).
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SAFETY PERSONS (HCSP): BCAHA has mandated that every team has at least one certified
person (HCSP) in the rink for all games and practices by Dec. 1. We are looking for interested
individuals at all divisions - both House and Rep. Note: Certification is now valid for 6 years. (VTMHA
will reimburse you the cost of the clinic with receipt/proof of attendance).

Please register for your HCSP clinic online at the BC Hockey Website by clicking on this link:
https://dev.hockeycanada.ca/ClinicList.aspx?QID=1059&0I1D=3
If you have a Hockey Canada Profile, It is VERY helpful if you know your Hockey Canada ID when

signing up so please ask contact thirdhockey@vancouvertbirds.ca if you do not know your Hockey

Canada ID. If you have never been rostered on a team, please sign up as a new registrant online.
SPEAK OUT/RESPECT IN SPORT COURSE: Last season, Speakout was replaced with a new
ONLINE course called “Respect in Sport” BCAHA has mandated that EVERY coach (head and
assistant), trainer & managaer must complete this course dealing with issues relating to Harassment and
Abuse (one time only). If you have already completed Speakout and have been certified, you do not
need to take this course. Use this link to register for the Respect in Sport Course
REFEREE CLINICS

All referees must attend an Officiating (HCOP) clinic annually. We anticipate that there will be six “super clinics”
again this season for all the officials to certify. The date of the clinic near VTMHA is:

October 2, 2010 — UBC (further information will be available from the BC Hockey website)

Watch the BC Hockey website for clinic registration. It should be open shortly. You use your Hockey Canada
Profile which is the same information you use to register for the VTMHA season to register for the clinic. Check
your records for your Hockey Canada ID and the format of your name. Use this link to register for the clinic:
http://www.bchockey.net/Clinics/clinics.aspx

PROGRAMS

GOALTENDER SKILLS DEVELOPMENT: VTMHA is once again pleased to be able to provide at
no cost weekly clinics for ALL our association goalies. Please watch our website goalie webpage for dates to
come.
POWER SKATING: VTMHA provides a FREE program to ALL Hockey 1, 2, 3, 4, Atom “C” and
Peewee “C” players commencing in late September. Watch our website or your coach can give you a
schedule. http://vancouvertbirds.ca/divisions
TOURNAMENTS/ JAMBOREE:
We will continue with the popular Initiation Tournament:

HOCKEY 1,2,3&4 22nd annual March 18 — 20, 2011
VOLUNTEERS and TOURNAMENTS: Hockey 1 - 4 parents are strongly encouraged to contact
their Division Managers or Vice Presidents as soon as possible in September to show their interest in being
involved on a tournament committee. Each team will be asked to provide a tournament representative and as
such, parents do not need to wait until teams are formed to indicate their willingness to help out. Only Hockey
1-4, Atom and Peewee had the tournament fee included in their registration fees.

Tournaments, especially at the younger ages, have proven to be successful team building events for our
Association in the past, and it would be unfortunate to forego this opportunity due to a lack of interest. Last
season our Atom tournament was lacking volunteers and all of the duties were a heavy burden on the
tournament organizers. In any event, VTMHA teams (Bantam and above) are encouraged to look into other
tournament opportunities outside of our Association.
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POLICIES

Most of the VTMHAs Policies and Procedures were updated earlier this year. All new policies have now been
posted on the website — see http://www.vancouvertbirds.ca/policies

REP SELF-RELEASE POLICY: The rep player selection process is governed by Policy P9.

Note in particular that decisions are made as to the numbers, sizes and composition of rep teams (and also
of house teams) based on the number of players who have registered. Players who participate in rep
tryouts, then leave the rep program, can cause significant difficulties to both the rep and house programs.
As a result, players who self-release from the VTMHA rep program subsequent to the initial assignment
to pools may be subject to restrictions on future participation in the program. For more details see section
L of the policy.

EQUAL ICE TIME: PCAHA demands that all players regardless of playing ability receive equal ice
time. This rule is strictly adhered to at House. The policy for Rep teams is applied more generally on a
seasonal basis rather than game by game.

EQUIPMENT: Any Association hockey equipment that is intentionally damaged in any way will be
billed to that player. Name bars and letters that are not removed without damage to the jerseys will result
in forfeiture of the jersey deposit.

HOUSE BALANCING: For the coming season Pacific Coast Amateur Hockey Association (PCAHA)
has set the deadline for team balancing to December 1%. The cooperation of all players, parents and
coaches is required to ensure that the task can be completed as quickly and fairly as possible.

Please Note: We do our best to accommodate soccer at the Hockey 1, 2, 3 & 4 divisions. However,
because of the large number of House teams at each division and the ice constraints that we are faced with
it is NOT possible to arrange our teams around soccer for the players.

REGISTRATION REFUNDS: No refund can be issued without a request IN WRITING to:
VTMHA, Box #170, 4438 West 10" Ave., Vancouver, BC V6R 4R8. If a refund is requested before
August 15th a full refund minus a $50.00 processing fee will be issued. Refunds requested after August
15th but by September 30th will be at 75% of the original registration fee, by October 31st at 50%, by
November 30th at 25%. No refunds will be issued after November 30th except due to sickness or injury.
ZERO TOLERANCE: Our Association has a zero tolerance policy regarding Harassment and Abuse.
Signed Codes of Conduct are required of ALL our coaches, players and parents. If you require more
information please contact our Risk Manager/ Harassment & Abuse Officer, at
riskmanagement@vancouverTbirds.ca .

NOTICES

ASSESSMENT AND TRYOUT JERSEYS: Atom and above will be using the returnable numbered jerseys
to readily identify players for both house assessments and rep tryouts. Please be sure to hand your jersey in at
the end of the last evaluation ice time. Note: Players will be billed if they fail to return their jersey.

., BODY CHECKI NG" AND ABOPEEWENMNTABANTAM & MI DGET *“C”
Again for the 2010-2011 season, VTMHA will offer both Body Checking (CHK) and Body contact (BCT)

hockey at Peewee, Bantam and Midget "C" levels, providing there is sufficient competition available within

the President's League. The difference between Body contact and Body Checking hockey is that, in the latter,

players are allowed to body-check and are taught to do so. In Body contact hockey, what would otherwise be

legal body-checking is prohibited and results in a minor or major penalty to the player. All other types of

permissible contact occur, just as they do in Body Checking hockey. Players and parents must understand that
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by its very nature hockey is a physical sport, and that even in Body contact hockey there is a risk of injury.

For more information on the distinction, see the FAQ page on our website (http://www.vancouvertbirds.ca/faq)
Your choice of body contact vs. checking may be subject to change to facilitate filling teams to capacity.
Division managers will use their discretion in selecting appropriate candidates to move if necessary. Thank
you for your understanding.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please advise the Registrar immediately of any change of address, email address or
phone numbers both for players and coaches. The VTMHA communicates primarily through emails . email or
call Sandra at 604-224-5891 or registrar@vancouverTbirds.ca

COACH REQUIREMENTS
BC HOCKEY ISSUE #:  2009-01-R August 5, 2009

Please review the following information with respect to the BC Hockey Helmet Policy:
1.24 HELMET POLICY - MINOR HOCKEY PRACTICES/EVENTS
1. All Minor Hockey Coaches are to wear a CSA approved helmet during BC
Hockey on-ice sanctioned events. The chin strap of the helmet shall be securely
fastened under the chin in accordance to Hockey Canada Official Playing Rules
with respect to Protective Equipment. The failure to wear a helmet by a minor
hockey coach in a BC Hockey sanctioned activity will result in the pulling of BC
Hockey's sanction of the event. Unsanctioned events are not covered by the
association's insurance policy.
2. Exemption to this policy may be requested on the basis that the wearing of a
helmet would interfere with the observance of a religious custom, as follows:
I.  Application for such exemption must be made in
writing to the BC Hockey Executive Director.
Il.  Granting of such exemption will require the applicant to
provide a signed BC Hockey Helmet Policy Waiver Form
to the Executive Director prior to participation in any
sanctioned activity.

This means if a coach is not wearing a helmet, the players and other individuals on the ice are not insured!

EQUIPMENT RECALLS:

UNDER ARMOUR ATHLETIC CUP RECALL May 2009: Please check your player’s athletic cup to
see if it has been recalled. http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/pr-rp/recall-
retrait_e.php?langCd=eng&searchTyp=1&re_id=743&searchstring=athletic%20cup&searchyear=&searchcate
gory=&Startindex=1%20

HOCKEY HELMET CAGE: Please check your player’s helmet to see if it has been recalled:
Health Canada recall: http://209.217.71.106/PR/recall-retrait-e.jsp?re_id=423

Vtmha will post any hockey-related recalls that we become aware of on our website.

“ C(HOUSE) GOALIES: We regret that there can be no guarantee for “C” goalies to get their choice of
checking. (CHK) or body contact (BCT). We have a maximum of two goalies for each team and the ratio of
goalies to teams just doesn’t always allow us to meet everyone’s expectations. Please give your Division
Manager your choice and she will do her best to have you placed accordingly, based on criteria such as player
safety, participation in the assessments, and cooperation from the previous season.

GOALTENDERS EQUIPMENT: VTMHA provides equipment to Hockey 1 - 4 and Atom players, as we
have enough equipment in these sizes to provide, what we believe to be, adequate protection for the caliber of
shots they are facing. PeeWee and older goalies must equip themselves.

***Rule Change***For those players with their own equipment, please be aware that the regulations have
changed regarding goalie equipment. Please see the following link for updated information:

HOCKEYCANADA GO ALTENDING EQUIPMENT ___ CHANGES
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HELMETS: All parents are encouraged to check their child's helmet before he/ she starts participating in
assessments. Older helmets often do not fit properly and may not have the concussion risk reduction
capabilities of the newer helmets. Coaches or the risk manager will check and confirm if new helmets are
adviseable for your son/ daughter. Please consider the newer Nike air style and CCM helmets for your son/
daughters best protection. (see also Coaches section for Mandatory requirement for Coaches).

HOCKEY 1, 2, 3 & 4: Starting at 5 years old in Hockey 1, the player progresses through the divisions each
year. There is some discretion for the VP Initiation to move a child either up or down, based on their skill
level. In these divisions the emphasis is on skill development and fun, employing a newly revised program
designed by the Hockey Canada. Our Initiation Program is full for the coming season.

HOCKEY 3 & 4 INTRODUCTION TO HOCKEY PROGRAM:

Once again, this year the Thunderbirds are offering an exciting program for those players who are new to
hockey. Our "Introduction to Hockey" curriculum is geared towards Hockey 3 and 4 players who have not yet
played the sport in an organized league. The objective of the program is to use the highest level, paid expert
hockey instructors to guide these youngsters through quick development of their basic hockey skills, while
having fun and boosting their confidence. This program is designed to be a one year focus on skating and
hockey skills enabling the player a jumpstart into full league play in his/her second year. Our Director of
Hockey Operations, Jim Strang, has years of experience operating these types of hockey schools for young
children and he has developed a strong reputation for using humour and fun to help beginners develop
quickly. Jim will be in charge of overseeing this program for the Thunderbirds.

JERSEYS: Association jerseys are for games only! Please help to prolong their life by refraining from
wearing them to practices.

JUVENILES: Once again, registration for Juvenile is slow. We have planned for 1 AAA rep team and one
non-checking team. We strongly encourage the Juvenile age players to register now so we won’t be forced to
cancel the teams due to poor registration. We must declare our teams to PCAHA before their deadline.

MEDICAL FORMS AND JERSEY DEPOSITS: Remember, you must have submitted your completed
Medical Form and Jersey Deposit cheque dated March 31, 2011 to our office by August 15 or you will not be
permitted to skate.

MOUTH GUARDS: Hockey Canada (HC) recommends the use of mouth guards but does not mandate it. The
VTMHA executive encourages the use of "'coloured" mouth guards which attach to the "cage" of the helmet
for all players to help reduce the risk of concussion and dental injuries. These are readily available at any
hockey equipment store or from your dentist.

NEW EQUIPMENT: A reminder that if you are purchasing NEW helmets, gloves and/or pants BLACK is
our association colour for these items.

OUTSTANDING EQUIPMENT: Please return ASAP to our equipment manager.

TEAM PHOTOS: Team Photos will take place on Sunday, November 21, 2010 at location tha. Team
schedules will be posted online closer to the date.
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2010-2011 VTMHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

George 778-861-8651 president@vancouvertbirds.ca
lan Hayward 604-731-5363 pastpresident@vancouvertbirds.ca
Dan Tung 604 787 3600 vpadmin@vancouvertbirds.ca
Judith Bird preferred contact by email vphouse@vancouvertbirds.ca

604-221-2720 (before 9:30

Stephanie Kieffer vpinitiation@vancouvertbirds.ca

Bill Veenstra 604-221-5321 vprep@vancouvertbirds.ca

Mike Armstrong preferred contact by email treasurer@vancouvertbirds.ca

Jamie Letwin 604-961-8549 coachcoordinator@vancouvertbirds.ca

2010-2011 APPOINTED POSITIONS
c: 604-862-9158
604-731-3266

Chris Eliopoulos equipment@vancouvertbirds.ca

Betty Pantazis fundraising@vancouvertbirds.ca

604-291-7774
778-885-4152
604-224-5891
604-731-5868
tba tba tha
778-737-0302

Natasha Breland ice@vancouvertbirds.ca
Jacob Hill

Sandra Mills

RIC@vancouvertbirds.ca

registrar@vancouvertbirds.ca

Trudy Hopman riskmanagement@vancouvertbirds.ca

Danielle Rockel tournaments@vancouvertbirds.ca

2010-2011 DIVISION MANAGERS
604-742-0082
604-488-9716

Nicole Shapray hl@vancouvertbirds.ca

Kathy Butler h2@vancouvertbirds.ca

James Fairweather preferred contact by email | h3.h4intro@vancouvertbirds.ca

604-319-5742

Tracy Rogers
Nicole Novak
Betty Pantazis
Tha

Tha

Jane Speakman

Jim Strang

Adam Hayduk
Sandra Mills

604-689-9881
604-731-3266

604-222-2988

SUPPORT STAFF

604-218-9590

604-839-6731
(p)604-224-5891

h3@vancouvertbirds.ca

h4@vancouvertbirds.ca

atom@vancouvertbirds.ca

peewee@vancouvertbirds.ca

bantam@vancouvertbirds.ca

midget@vancouvertbirds.ca

director@vancouvertbirds.ca

execdirector@vancouvertbirds.ca

thirdhockey@vancouvertbirds.ca
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